CHAPTER XXV
Ireland Again
Political approaches - The writing on the wall - Carson's advice - *' Who are about
to die " - The Nationalists walk out,
THINGS had been going from bad to worse in Ireland. The
Easter-Week Rebellion had brought no change in the spirit of
the Administration, which continued to apologise for its existence
while it left to the military the unpopular task of maintaining
law and order. Mr. Duke (who had succeeded Mr. Birrell as Chief
Secretary), although he belonged to the Conservative Party,
followed the same fatal practice of concession and surrender.
The Viceroy, the Lord Chancellor and the Solicitor-General were
in effect the nominees of the Irish Nationalists, who maintained
a precarious existence by propitiating sedition. At the Sheriffs'
dinner in 1916, Lord Wimborne, the titular head of British rule
in Ireland, said that in common with all present he disliked
British rule. So low had the Administration fallen in its attempt
to placate the implacable!
His friends in Dublin warned Carson, in letters repeated and
urgent, that law and police were being brought into contempt
and that nothing could save Ireland from a terrible fate but
a firm and resolute administration of the law.
^On the 13th October, 1916, an Enniscorthy correspondent
wrote to the same effect: " Things here are bad, how bad it is
not easy to gauge. The country is being quietly but strongly
organised, and is being much more extensively armed than at
the time of the rising. Last Saturday and Sunday the military
were kept ready to march to any place requiring them. The
police were ordered to remain in barracks all over the country
and to be ready to evacuate their barracks and concentrate, on
receipt of a telegram giving orders.... There were many rumours
btit things remained quiet. Two military officers in Ferns on
5 wodaritof night went to meet a friend at the railway station aud